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1 August 2011

Dear NGO Representative,

I am pleased to inform you that the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at its Substantive
Session of July 2011 adopted the recommendation of the Committee on Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOSs) to grant Special consultative status to your organization “International Human
Rights Observer”. On behalf of all staff of the Non-Governmental Organizations Branch, please accept
our heartfelt congratulations.

Consultative status for an organization enables it to actively engage with ECOSOC and its
subsidiary bodies, as well as with the United Nations Secretariat, programmes, funds and agencies in a
number of ways. In order to better understand this relationship, we take this opportunity to provide some
critical information about the privileges that consultative status with ECOSOC confers on your
organization, as well as the obligations that your organization will be required to meet under this
relationship. We therefore urge you to take the time to carefully review the information we have
provided below.

Privileges and benefits of consultative status
1) ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31

® Arrangements for consultations with NGOs are regulated by ECOSOC resolution 1996/31,
adopted by the Council on 25 July 1996. Please review the entire resolution at:
http://csonet.org/content/documents/199631.pdf for detailed information . It provides
information on ways to participate in the work of the Council, including opportunities to
organizations such as yours to consult with Member States and the United Nations system at
large, based on the nature and scope of work that your organization undertakes. Consultative
relationship with NGOs also enables the Council or one of its bodies to seek expert information
or advice from organizations with special competence in a subject matter.

® Consultative status allows you to be informed about the provisional agenda of the Economic and
Social Council;

® Organizations in general consultative status may request the Secretary-General, through the
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, to place items of special interest in the
provisional agenda of the Council.



